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one through the once rare opera- 
hee known as the corneal gee 






Lehhe cornea is the transparent 
hen which curves over your 
is and pupil like the crystal on a 
atch, and admits light. Surgeons 
ave known for years that it was 
possible to cut a tiny window in a 
cornea that had become opaque 
through oN or disease, insert a 












pica ae another eye, and thus re- 
tore vision.* But rarely could they 
om cv nee 236 tissue with which 











a a dead person who had ne 
blind the sight hex, 


4% ersons on. ao ous’ waiting lists 
Ss long months of nerve- 


co all’ Gigs is ee A group 
of New York City hospitals organ- 
ized the world’s s first eye bank. ‘The 
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hospitals agreed to make the nec- 
essary requests to next of kin for 
eyes of the newly dead, or to the 
occasional victim .of an accident 
whose eye must be removed. They 
agreed to send the precious material 
to a central point where it would. 
be available to the corneal surgeons. 

Just a year ago, the plan was 
made known to the public.t The 
response was astounding. A surpris- 
ing number of people were ready 
to coGperate. Many volunteered to 
leave their eyes to the bank; many 
offered the eyes of stillborn infants. 
Infants’ eyes are as useful as those of 
adults, for the transplants are always 
very small. 

Today there are 33 hospitals co- 
operating on a national scale. Seldom 
need the eye surgeon delay the 
corneal operation; there are almost 
no waiting lists of patients. Aid the 
blind, by scores and hundreds, are 
being, made, to’ see — the greatest 
program, of. sight restoration ever 
achieved. 

The/ stories of the blind who have 
re-entered: the, world: ‘of the seeing 
are ag’ various’ 4$ ‘human nature 
itself — but they are all moving. 

One ROE man ‘who underwent 


* See “An Eye foe’: an Eye — That the 


Blind May See,’? The Reader’s Digest, 


December, *43. . 
7 See “Banks for Human Spare Parts,” 
The Reader’s Digest, November, °44. 
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the Seer ion had been blind for 
17 years. Later he came back flushed 
with pride to announce that, tired 
_of waiting for his draft board to call 
~ him, he had volunteered, and passed 
the Army physical tests without any-. 
one even commenting on his eyes. 

Another young man: had been 
blind 22 years; fat had spattered 
from the kitchen stove into his eyes 
when he was a baby. He had gone 
to schools for the blind, learned 


Braille, led a fairly useful life. But — 


his mother read of the corneal opera- 
tion and the eye bank. She took him 
to one of the codperating hospitals. 


‘**He is a happy man today, thanks 


to the eyes of someone whose name 
we shall never know,”’ she says. ““But 
I wish that unknown donor could 
see my boy driving a ten-ton truck 
through New York traffic!’ 

Then there is the girl who, out 
of patriotism, gave up her good 
secretarial job to go to work in a war 
plant. ‘There, in an accident, she lost 
the sight of both eyes. “We ee 
about corneal transplant, and 
sounded too good to be ee 
writes her sister. ‘““But, thanks to the 


eye bank, it was possible to have the, 


operation performed, and. now she 
could go back to her secretarial job 
-if she liked. But she isn’t ¢ ging to — 
she’s going to marry a veteran just. 
back from overseas.” 


Recently a, physician in (Be ee 


























eyes are nee 
operation. Could 
used to enable: 
he asked. : 
The young father 
essary papers; the R. 
Corps hastened to - 
took the baby’s eyes, : 
tainers of sterile. 101 
bank. The next day, he 
carried the two eyes t two dif 
hospitals. In one operati or 
graft restored the pean 
man, head of a lar; oi 
in an industrial a 
months before. In a 
tion, sight was given ba 
mother blinded by ac 
-plosion. Thus two d 
were blessed by the htfu 
of a young father, anc bs th 
witting gift of an infant child o 
few hours in this world. 
Sometimes it is the « 
the young. A 50-y 
recently - suffered an acc 
made it necessary to 
eye — but as it happened, 
itself was undamaged. A 
this eye cured the blinc 
baby less than a eae i 


disease ich dada 
thickening Ot Thess 
_ in blindness, afflicted 


ternity ward of a New York kospital _ student nurse in West V 


undertook the sad duty of telling a. 
young father. -that “his baby ’ had 
lived but an hour. or so. (He expressed 
his sympathy. as best he could, and ~ 
was about to leave vais the. young 
father detained him. 

“Doctor, Dve just ee that human 





~ who had given bac 












-went to New York t 
“corneal transplant 
her case. It was. A 
went to work as nurse f 


sitherns<a young : 
_ British Col 
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Yfork for the corneal operation. His 
aalady_ was much like the young 
4urse’s had been. Perhaps that is why 


-sihe took a special interest in the case, 


aind nursed the young doctor so 
‘evotedly. Or perhaps there was 
another reason. For they were mar- 
ried last summer, and now they are 
in’ Canada where the young doctor 


is rebuilding the practice so cruelly 


destroyed. 

Stories such as these will become 
almost commonplace now that the 
‘New York eye bank has ceased to be 
a local organization and has been 
put on a national basis as the Eye 
Bank for Sight Restoration, Inc.* 
~The bank’s board of directors is 
made up of celebrated eye surgeons 
and prominent laymen. In addition 
to extending the bank’s services to 
hospitals wherever possible, the board 


. is working to set up fellowships and 
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_ scholarships to make more surgeons 
ee in the technique of the 
- corneal operation. It is not a danger- 
ous operation, but it is extremely 
~ delicate, and not more than 20 
* a10 E. 64 St., New York 21, N. Y. 
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“Moon???” > said the drunk pointing wildly to “he puddle. “If thasha 
moon, what am I doing up here?” 
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puddle. Stooping peri 
oblivious of Afaffic. A cop ambled 


ag 
surgeons — fortunately well distrib- 
uted about the country — are thor- 
oughly qualified as yet to attempt it. 

Another project of the organiza- 
tion is to push research into means of 
preserving corneal tissue for longer 
periods. As it is now, a donated eye 
can be kept for only a few days. 

The need for donors still is great. 
There are. some 300,000 blind per- 
sons in the United States, and about 
one in five — some 60,000 persons 
in*: all: could. “be, cured by ?the 
corneal transplant operation. 

It is not practical to leave eyes to 
the eye bank by will; a will seldom 
is opened and read before burial. 
‘There is, however, a form which can 
be filled out, and given to next of 
kin, or to a physician: “I herewith 
express the wish to donate to the 
Eye Bank for Sight Restoration at 
time of death (or at time of opera- 
tion) both or either of my eyes for 
such use as the said Eye Bank may 
seers 

There are few things: one can 
leave behind which will do more 
good for the living. 
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oe oes he studieda en 
r and said, “Come alongs*you’d 


ee ’ he brooded. “ower ’at?” 


— Contributed by Grace Perkins Oursler 
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Picturesque Speech 7 


On the face of the bluff a brave rie 


with toes dug in, leaned agairist the 


wind (Betty MacDonald)... G ripple 


of the tide kept up a quiet Conversation 
_ with the shore (Alfred Noyés) . . . Wasp- 
witzeat 


nest gray (Townsend Scwdder) . 
wineglass elms that rip shadows upon 
the roof (Booth Tarkington)... A fence 
post with an ivy slip cover (Chet Shafer) 








Aspirations I’m dreaming of a white 


shirt Christmas (Sgt. Jens Anderson) . .°. 


V-E Day/as come. V-J Day has come. 


waiting for V-Me Day. 


Cham mpagne: the drink that makes you/ f\ 
‘see Aouble. and think single (Leonard , Pa 


Leyinson) .. . She looks |full of vim, Vafga 
and vitality (H.B. Cohen)...A gifdlish 
figure (Cleo Congrady) ... Old agé creak- 
ing up on you (L. F. Jones) . . .4\ modern 
girl with a bleaches and Aream com- 
plexion (Jack Haley) vA 


ff 


Candid Comment: Duying my 27 months 
overseas I’ve had many interesting ex- 
periences — most/of them true! (Lieut. 
Col. H. H. Humphreys, Jr.) 


A conversation between women 
always concerns who, why, how, when 
and wear... Maid, reporting ‘late, 


“Madam, I got busleft” (Clare Ebersole) 
... very combatable couple (Caroli 


Spette) ... It was heard over the office 


_ gripe-vine ... Wanted: a smartyyoung 


woman to act as deceptionist (Johnny 
Murray) ... When I’m goody /V’m very, 
very good, but when Dm bad, Pm 
better. (Mae West) _ é 


Similes: As néstgifte as wood smoke 
ona frosty morning (Samuel Hopkins Adams) 


TO THE FIRST CONTRIBUTOR-OF EACH ee trp a either Patter or 
payment of $25 is made upon publication. I 
tional payment is made to the author, exc 
tributions cannot be acknowledged or re) 
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(Groucho Marx) ons . Ove: ( 
lady toward the end of ac 


“T feel a hell of a lot 
now than when I came 
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shield wip 
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legs and offered me . 
... She hummed a. 
song (Jessamyn West) 
hem of pieep a 


? aon ‘ret 
dull party: “It was a fe ie 
death. 8 
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